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*The Sacrament of Holy Confession maybe requested and ministered after any service.

Contact Fr. Neofitos at 347-256-6723 or the church office at 518-393-0742.
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Join us in prayer and in suppart of our ehurch)

e Friday - 10:30 am Holy Water Blessing to start the festival
5:30 pm 20™ Anniversary 9/11 Memorial service
e Saturday - 6:00 pm The Service of the Small Paraklesis
(Intercessory Prayer) to the Most Holy Theotokos
e Sunday — 8:00 am Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Chureh Tours

Friday — 12 pm, 4:30 pm
Saturday - 12:30 pm, 3:30 pm
Sunday - 12:30 pm

=)

Festival Haurs

Friday, 9/10 (11am-11pm)
Saturday, 9/11 (11am-11pm)
Sunday, 9/12 (11am-3pm)
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From the desk of Fr. Neofitos

“If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me.” Matthew 16:24

What better way to start the year then by venerating and celebrating the Holy Cross of \ i ‘
Christ. By remembering our key mission as Christians, followers of Christ, to deny ourselves and embrace our struggles and
follow him. To remember that only through struggle, our Cross, can we truly become human and live with our Lord. To
struggle and persevere even in the face of adversity. Even through our own egos and arrogance.

The center of a Christian’s life is the cross. The biggest difficulty has already been overcome by our savior. Suffering and
death have been conquered. They have not been avoided or ignored. We are also asked to do the same thing. To face all
of life's hardships by seeking the Lord.

Many believe that true meaning in life can be found through happiness and through avoiding pain. Our faith does not allow
for such delusions. There is joy and ecstasy and eternal quenching of hunger and thirst with our Lord. How we face death,
and the reality of our existence becomes the doorway to eternity. We must seek out the Lord and discover that he has
blessed us abundantly and has been with us all along.

God is good and he loves us. He wants us to take on our suffering and toiling with honor, discipline, and dignity. When
“bad things” happen to “good people”, why do we get upset? Who told you that only good happens to good and bad to
bad? This is another fairy tale the devil wants us to buy into. We must seek His righteousness. Our good Lord has showed
us the way. The way of the Cross. He is now cheering us on with the hosts of saints who came before us as we approach
life, lift up our Cross and follow Him.

There are struggles in life, but they are never without the abundant joys God blesses us
with. We here at St. George are working countless hours to make another festival happen
for our community in the church and the greater community of the Capital Region and
beyond. This is also a Cross for us. Even though there is toiling and hard work for months
in advance, the joy of serving our Youth, our neighbors, and our community is a sweet
and satisfying reward. We pray our efforts yield lasting fruits of family and support for
years to come.

Here are a few words about our hard-working people from Eliana, a fellowship group adviser and choir member:

Our 45th annual Greek festival is just around the corner! We will share our Greek culture, foods, and Faith with all those
attending. Church tours led by Father Neofitos will be available for anyone who wishes to visit the church and learn about
our Orthodox faith and practices. Our festival would never be possible without all our volunteers and sponsors. Many of our
St. George parishioners volunteer countless hours of their time and energy toward the goal of putting on a successful
festival. We also receive a tremendous amount of help from our friends outside the St. George community...friends from
St. Sophia, St. Basil and many from other faiths. They all do this because of their love for the St. George community.

In addition to giving time, many have answered the call to become sponsors. They help to support us financially by
contributing towards our expenses. To put on such a huge undertaking, we generate enormous expenses such as the
necessary food products, paper products, the tent, publicity, signage, printing costs...just to name a few. Without our
sponsors and contributors, the hard work of our volunteers would not be enough to generate the needed income.

We thank all those who volunteer their time, their money and prayerful support to make our festival a success.
May the Cross of Christ help us to carry this Cross and our own personal Crosses to His Kingdom. See you all soon!

In Christ,
Fr. Neofitos

“Cross of Christ, save us through your power.”
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45TH ANNUAL GREEK FESTIVAL

presented by

St. George Greek Orthodox Church

FRIDAY

IHAM-1IPM

SATURDAY

ITAM - 1 IPM

SUNDAY
| lAM - 3PM

. SPOMSORED BY
FREE ADMISSION THE DALY GAZELTE
Hellenic Center
510 Liberty Street, Schenectady

Directly across from City Hall and the Public Library

www.saintgeorgegoc.com

518-393-0742
Live Music Br PROMETHEUS FoLk Dance PerForMances By ST. Georce HeLLemic Dancers
GreaT GreEk FooD & PasTriEs ~ AnrTs & CRAFTS RarrLes ~ CHuRcH Tours g S
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Greetings and Welcome to Philoptochos Members and Friends!!
By Jan Gallas

We shall begin a new Ecclesiastical year at St. George as we sincerely thank all of our Chapter members who
have supported us through the summer and pandemic lockdowns. Our 2021-2023 Board members were sworn
in by Fr. Neofitos on Sunday, July 25, 2021. Wasn’t it nice to see everyone in attendance and to get ourselves
together for another year?? Many conversations took place at Coffee Hour and much excitement grew from all
those looking forward to our 2021-2022 philanthropic efforts.

The previous edition of this Newsletter included many thoughts of people “IN THEIR OWN WORDS” who
were recipients of the true meaning of Philoptochos...”Friend of the Poor”. This year offers a wonderful set of
Directors who will strive to continue and improve on past Agendas. Your Philoptochos Board will be meeting
in August to finalize this Agenda, so that you can see “what” we can accomplish by working together. We have
so many talents in this group to select from.

A main mission this year will be to increase membership. Yes, I know how many times you have heard this
before, but it is MOST important NOW to invite a friend to join with you. Our Chapter works like a “well-oiled
machine” so that much of the work is accomplished easily. There is NO pressure to attend EVERY meeting.
There are ONLY EIGHT regularly scheduled meetings from September until June. Of course, we INVITE all
of the men to join us in our mission of being “Friend of the Poor”. If you aren’t exactly sure “what” that means,
take a look at the St. George Website where there is a clear and detailed description. Let’s ALL make every
effort to “get involved” with Philoptochos as we continue to assist so many local charities along with District
(DAD) and National Philoptochos missions.

I often think of my mother’s favorite prayer “The Serenity Prayer”. She had crossed stitched and framed it,
always hung on our living room wall. She repeated that prayer on a regular basis to our family.

God grant me the serenity
To accept the things I cannot change;
Courage to change the things I can’t
And wisdom to know the difference.

We have been apart now for far too long and for too many reasons, and must get back together to continue the
work of our Ladies Philoptochos Society. Please see any of our Board members or Fr. Neofitos for information
on becoming a member of this IMPORTANT right arm of the Greek Orthodox Church. Ilook forward to
meeting with you and discussing our future.

Meetings are held the 3™ Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm. Our first Chapter Meeting will be Thursday
September 16 in the Church Hall. We shall start off our fellowship that evening with a delicious Pizza and
Salad Supper at 5:30 pm and proceed to the Business Meeting at 6:30 pm. At that time, the full schedule will be
available. Please make every effort to join us. In the meantime, Stay Safe and Be Healthy!!



e Philoptochos board being sworn in
e Little George Nektarios Birthday
e Celebration of the Dormition of the Virgin Mary
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How much should you pledge? :

Consider this.... in order to meet our budget, we need each family to pledge a minfmum of $650. That
equals $12.50 a weel for the year.

Please add new or cofrected information below

Family Name (Last)

Home Phohe

Cell Phone/Worl

Some of the many ministries

we invite you to participate in
~ ANGELS (Pre- - Kinder)

HOPE (1st - 2nd grade)

JOY (3rd - 6th gradc)

GOYA (7th-12th grade)

YAL (Age 18-35)

Philoptochos

The Fellowship

Bible Studly / Book Chdb

Occupation

Baptized

Books and Education

Cell Phone/Work

Gresk School
Sunday School
Altar Seqvers
Parish Councll

Occupation

Baplized

Outreach & Bvangelism
Building and Grounds
Strategic Planning
ChoirfChanter
Fundraising




WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY

Stewardship for St. George: Love and Compassion

Welcome to the Ecclesiastical New Year. In this period of renewal, we thank God for his blessings which strengthen our
souls and deepens our faith. This is a good time to reflect on this past year and to determine what we need to do to fulfill
our commitment to God and his Church. Have we devoted our time, talents, and treasure to the fullest extent possible?
What if we had to make an accounting to God for what we have done with all the many blessings, gifts, and resources over
which we were made a steward? What would we say? How can we better use our many God-given talents and better live
our stewardship calling? Consistently attending services, getting involved in ministries and events, establishing, and fulfilling
Pledge obligations are ways to become good stewards of the Church.

Please remember that fulfilling your Stewardship obligation is necessary in order to remain in good standing with the Church.
A list of the pledged members as of 8/23/2021 is included below. If you have not had the opportunity to pledge yet, you
can call the office for a pledge form to be mailed to you or you can ask for one the next time you attend a church service.
If you are a Pledged member but your name is not on the list, please let us know and we will add it to the list.

In Christ,

The Stewardship Committee

Mr. & Mrs. George Alatzas

Mr. Peter & Kyriakoula Andrikopoulos

Mrs. & Mrs. Stephen Arrington
Mr. John Behiri

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Behiri

Ms. Susan Birbilis

Mrs. Lucy Brady & Family

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Bratsos

Mrs. Ifigenia Brown

Ms. Arji Cakouros

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Casey

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chamberas
Mr. & Mrs Andreas Christou
Mr. Andreas & Sophia Christou
Miss Arianna Christou

Mr. & Mrs. Euripides Christou
Mrs. Catherine Contompasis
Ms. Catherine Contompasis
Mr. Charles Contompasis & Family
Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Contompasis
Miss Demetra Corsones

Mr. & Mrs. George Cotzas
Mrs. Rena Counavelis

Mrs. Marianne Crary

Mrs. Joanne Dafniotis

Ms. Olga Delorey

Mr. Gerry Dermentzys

Ms. Joanne Diamantis

Mrs. Katina Dikas & Family
Ms. J. Maria Dostis- Koliatsis
Mrs. Marguerite Doulides

Mr. & Mrs. Brad Engwer

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Euripidou
Mrs. Janet Gallas

Mr. Arthur Georgelas

Mrs. Helena Georgelas

Mr. Nicholas Georgelas

Mrs. Eliana Georgelos

Ms. Panagiota Giakoumis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Giakoumis
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Giakoumis
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Goodale & Family
Mr. Periklis Hais

Mr. & Mrs. Owen Huggins

Mrs. Frusina Ica Iancu

Dr. & Mrs. Philip James

Mr. Nicko Jannes

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Jones & Family
Mrs. Catherine Julius

Mrs. Evangelia Kalogeras

Ms. Antonia Kananis

Mr. Evan Kananis

Mrs. Fanny Karamanos

Mr. & Mrs. John Kennedy

Miss Balwant Maria Kingra

Mr. Charles Koines

Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kolios
Mrs. Katina Kontakos

Ms. Kaliopi Kounoupis & Family
Mrs. Voula Kounoupis

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kouray

Mrs. Anna Ktenas

Ms. Diamanto Ktenas

Mr. & Mrs. David Lambert

Mr. & Mrs. Trifon Laskaris

Mr. & Mrs. Paul LaViolette

Mrs. Rosemary Legorius

Mr. William Manikas

Mrs. Akrivi Markopoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Dimitryos Markopoulos
Miss Stamatia Markoulis

Mr. & Mrs. Phil McGowen

Miss Cathy Menagias

Ms. Corina Menagias

Mr. Georgio Menagias

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Menagias

Mr. Demetrios Michael

Mr. Evan Michael

Mrs. Rena Mikropoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Morlock

Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Nikolaidis
Mr. Simeon Nikolaidis

Mrs. Katherine Orfan

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pagiotas

Mr. & Mrs. Vito Pagnotti & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pagones

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Paravalos

Ms. Voula Paravalos

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rossetti

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Salamone

Fr. Neofitos & Presv. Sarigiannis & Family
Mrs. Elena Sikamiotis

Mr. & Mrs. Gerasimos Sokaris
Mrs. Ourania Sokaris

Mrs. Roubina Spyros-Morgan
Mrs. Stravroula Stamoulis

Mr. & Mrs. Van Stathis

Mr. James Stevens

Mrs. Olga Stryjski

Mr. & Mrs. George Svolos

Mrs. Themetria Svolos

Ms. Melissa Verrigni

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Whipple & Family
Mrs. Mary Wilson

Mrs. Sophie Zanaros

Mrs. Anastasia Zoulas

Mrs. Mary Zoulas



5T GEORGE SUNDAY SCHOOL
[S REOPENING SEPTEMBER 26, 0.1
WITH A NEW AND IMPROVED CURRICULUM!

o« ORTHODOX
T Journeys

Orthodox Journeys 1s a senes of educational resources designed to foster an
understanding and desire to grow closer to Jesus Christ through the rnches of our
Orthodox Faith.
Orthodoxy 15 a Way of Life, shaping who we are holistically, guiding how we
interact with others and live in this world: our journey on the path to Salvation.
Our curmiculum includes full color handouts, study guides, parent overviews, and
unit lessons provide children of all ages with the depth of knowledge on:
* Scripture
* Liturgy and Tradition
* Feasts, Fasts, and Saints
* Contemporary Social Issues

The goal of each unit is to help young people understand what we believe, why
we believe i, and how to express and live out those timeless beliefs in the 21st
century.

To learm more about our Sunday School cumculum click here:

https://www orthodoxjoumeys.com/

Click here to register your child for 5t. George Sunday School 2021-2022-
https://www.saintgeorgegoc.com/about/sunday-school



https://www.saintgeorgegoc.com/about/sunday-school

ST. GEORGE’S
SCHOOL OF GREEK LANGUAGE & CULTURE
+44+ 4+
For Teens in Grades 9+ and Aduilts

Remote Instruction:
o Wednesday Evenings
o From 5:00 - 7200 PM
® Via ZOOM

Offering Lessons in:
e Basic Conversational Skills
e Modern Greek Reading, Writing, and Speaking Skills
e CGreek Culture

Registration Form Available On Our Church and School Websites.

https://www.saintgeorgegoc.com/about/greek-school

FOR MORE INFORMATIOM CONTACT: DFFIEE@ETGEOFIGEGGC.EGM OR 51 8‘393‘{'}'42


https://www.saintgeorgegoc.com/about/greek-school

ST. GEORGE’S
SCHOOL OF GREEK LANGUAGE & CULTURE

+ 4+ 44
For students in Kindergarten - Grade 8

Starting September 30th!
In Person Instruction: Remote Instruction:
¢ Thursday Evenings from 4:50- o Friday Evenings
0:30 PM e Level | - 4:530 - 5:30 PM
o St George's Hellenic Center e Level ll- 5:30 - 6:30 PM
107 Clinton Street & Via 700M
Schenectady, NY 12505

Offering Lessons in:
& Basic Conversational Skills

® Modern Greek Reading, Writing, and Speaking Skills
o Greek Culture
L ]

Traditional Greek Dance (in-person students only)

Registration Form Available On Our Church and School Websites.
https://www.saintgeorgegoc.com/about/greek-school

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: oFfice ([IisTaeorcecoc.com or 518-393-0742
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Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Church

Fellowship News - Greetings from the Fellowship Group!

We have been “on hiatus” since our last meeting in June. We always take July and August off, but this year we will not be
having a meeting in September either because of the festival. As I write this, we are exactly one month from the start of
our festival on September 10th. So much work is left to do and we pray that everything needing to be done will be completed
in time. Our other concern is Covid, as the numbers of infections keep rising. Schenectady and the surrounding counties
have all now reached the “high” level of transmission. We pray that we will not experience a shut down that will prevent
our festival from going forward. But we are maintaining a positive attitude and working unceasingly towards a successful
outcome.

Last month, on July 26, 2021, our good friend and faithful Fellowship member, Dominick DiCocco passed from this life at
the age of 101. He will be missed! Just a few weeks before his death, several of “the boys” (Bill Manikas, Peter Kalil, Paul
Pagiotas, Phil McGowan, and Steve Giakoumis)visited him at Teresian House where he was residing. They all enjoyed a
wonderful get together and now have great memories of their last time “hanging out” with Dom. We send our condolences
to his family who have lost a loving father and grandfather. May his memory be eternal!

Although not a Fellowship member, our group wishes to express our deepest sympathy to the family of Paula Kingra, a
loving friend to so many of us. Paula left this life much too early on July 14, 2021, leaving behind her cherished husband,
children, siblings and many, many friends who loved her dearly. May her memory be eternal! Our next Fellowship gathering
will take place on October 14th at the Hellenic Center, with lunch at 11:30 am followed by a brief meeting. As always, we
invite all St. George parishioners to join our group. Annual dues are $25, payable in the month of March. We charge a
nominal fee for lunch of $3 per member or $5 per nonmember to cover the cost of the food.

Wishing you all good health and safety during the coming months.

St. George Leadership Meeting

i
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Wednesday, September 22, 2021
6:30 PM

Hellenic Center

Where our Ministry Leaders help chart the
course of St. George and our programs
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WORKER’S DIVINE LITURGY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30,2021 AT GAM
ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
107 CLINTON ST.-SCHENECTADY., NY

6AM DIVINE LITURGY
7AM BREAKFAST AND COFFEE

THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR WORKERS, BUSINESS MEN AND
WOMEN, TO ATTEND OUR DIVINE SERVICES ONCE A MONTH BEFORE
THE WORK DAY STARTS.

FOR SOME, THE WEEKEND IS DIFFICULT.



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2021
9:00 AM PREPARATION

9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR MAIN WORSHIP SERVICE
For children and aduits. All are welcome.

St Georye Greek Orthodox Church
Schenectady, NY




We have an amazing line up so far and more to come for 2022. The following lecturers have already been
booked and confirmed.

Dr. George E. Demacopoulos is a
Professor of Theology at Fordham

University. He is also the Director of Rev. Emmanuel Mantzouris, Fr. John Viahos, Protopresbyter
the Orthodox Christian Studies Economos St. Basil Greek St. Paraskevi Greek Orthodox Church
Center. Orthodox Church in Troy, N.Y. Shrine in Greenlawn, NY

Fr. John Meyendorff & Patterson
Family Chair of Orthodox Christian
Studies

Fr Maximos is Professor of Patristics and Orthodox Spirituality at Hellenic
College and Holy Cross. A summa cum laude graduate of Holy Cross (1987)
Faculty of Harvard Divinity School and Professor of Patristics and
Orthodox Theology.

Fr. Maximos was tonsured a great-schema monk at the Holy Monastery of
Simonopetra, where he lived from 2004-2011.
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The Capital Raqonal AHEPA

place on
Au,gmt 11.
1. Left to right: David
Morrison, Scott Stickle,
Samuel Maltbie, and Robert
Hahn,

2. Left to right: Ricardo
Saracino, Joseph Fantozzi,
and Vincent Fantozzi.

. 3. Left to right: Andy Anton,
Jnmlam;s %Ynll
andPaerMelm
4. Left to right: Mike
Koutsourades, James
Gmnde,ceo eP&ppis,Bdl
§Stmmor; ?

§ Legato, andChHsPappu
$ 5. Left to right: Charlie
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Capital Reglon AHEPA Hosts 2nd Annual Golf Outing
TNH Staff Quting on August 11 at Normanside Country Club  pin, longest drive, and hole in one contests. The  funds and philanthropic programs, as well as the
in Delmar. dinner banquet, which featured the raffle draw- Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, this year's designated

DELMAR, NY - After a one year delay due 10 Months of planning by the Golf Committee re-  ings of 60 donated prizes, was attended by 105 charitable organization. The outing received
the COVID-19 pandemic, Troy, NY AHEPA Chapter  sulted in another successful event. The hot, humid  people who were reated to a delicious meal while  broad support from the business community of
306, Schenectady, NY AHEPA Chapter 125, and weather could not dampen the enthusiasm of the g the music of a Greek DJ. the Capital Region with many sponsorships and
Albany, NY AHE!% Chapter 140 joindy held their 80 golfers who enjoyed competing for team "%e golf outing raised thousands of dollars for  donations. Next year’s third annual golf ouring is
2nd Annual Eleftheria Capital Region AHEPA Golf awards and individual prizes in the closest to the the Capital Region AHEPA Chapter scholarship scheduled for June 15, 2022,

AHEPA News -National Herald
St. George Bookstore

Did you see our new icons and
children’s books?!!

Come visit our bookstore after church and during |
the festival! Call the office if you want to stop by
or have any questions. 518-393- 0742 '

friend ~




St. George Greek Orthodox Church Jg%’gﬁg@

107 Clinton Street PAID

Schenectady, NY 12305 ALBANY, NY
PERMIT NO. 782

St. George Ministry Leaders

Altar Servers
Bookstore and Greek School

Bible Study/ Book Club
Choir/Chanters

Church Ushers
Fellowship Group
Friends of St. George

Greek School Board
Greek School Teachers

Greek Dance
Ladies Philoptochos Society

Office Manager and Facilities
Staff

Order of AHEPA

Parish Council Members
Soup Kitchen

Stewardship

Sunday School

“Thursday Morning Boys”
Building and Grounds
Volunteers

Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis
Presvytera Catherine
Sarigiannis, Gladys Paravalos
Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis

Olga Delorey

Brian Goodale

Eliana Georgelos
Gladys Paravalos
Diamanto Ktenas

Ioanna Loula
George Cotzas

Jan Gallas
Olga Delorey
Camille Kosloski

Phil Menagias

Brian Goodale

Olga Delorey

Lucy Brady

Toni Kananis

Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis
Steve Giakoumis

frneofitos@saintgeorgegoc.com

csarigiannis22@gmail.com
Gladys1717p@aol.com

odelorey@nycap.rr.com

brian.goodale@outlook.com
elianayiayia@icloud.com

ggeorgelos@nycap.rr.com
diamanto.ktenas@gmail.com
ioannaloula@gmail.com
cotzasgm44@gmail.com
balwant.kingra98@gmail.com

jgigfl@aol.com

office@saintgeorgegoc.com

p_menagias@hotmail.com

Lukia@nycap.rr.com
Dafnia3@yahoo.com

518-372-4476
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