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Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Church

From the desk of Fr. Neofitos i _Where Are You?

The Catechetical Paschal Homily of our Father Among the Saints,
St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople

If there are devout and God loving people here, let them enjoy this beautiful, radiant festival. If there are prudent servant s,
enter joyously into the Lord's joy. Whoever may be spent from fasting, enjoy now your reward. Whoever has toiled from
the first hour, receive today your just settlement. If any came after the third hour, celebrate gratefully. If any of you
arrived after the sixth, hav e no misgivings, you have lost nothing. If some have been as late as the ninth, come forward,
do not be at a loss. If any of you have arrived only at the eleventh hour, do not be dismayed for being late. The Master
is gracious: He accepts the last even as the first; He gives rest to those of the eleventh as well as to those who have
labored from the first; He is lenient with the last while looking after the first; to the one He gives, to the other He gives
freely; He accepts the labors and welcomes the effort; honors the deed, but commends the intent. So, all of you, enter
into the joy of our Lord: first and second, share the bounty. Rich and poor alike, celebrate together. Sober or heedless,
honor the day. Those who fasted and those who did not, rejoice tod ay. The table is full, everyone fare sumptuously. The
calf is fatted; no one go away hungry. Everyone, savor the banquet of faith; relish the riches of His goodness. No one
need lament poverty, for the kingdom is seen as universal. No one need grieve over sins; forgiveness has dawned from
the tomb. No one need fear death; the Savior's death has freed us from it. While its captive He stifled it. He despoiled
Hades as He descended into it; it was angered when it tasted His flesh. Foreseeing this, Isaiah proclaimed: "Hades," he
said, "was angered when he met You below." It was angered because it was abolished. It was angered because it was
mocked. It was angered because it was slain. It was angered because it was shackled. It received a body and encountered
God. It took earth and came face to face with heaven. It took what it saw and fell by what it could not see. Death, where

is your sting? Hades, where is your victory? Christ is risen and you are overthrown. Christ is risen and demons have fallen.
Christ is risen and angels rejoice. Christ is risen and life rules. Christ is risen and not one dead remains in the tomb. For
Christ, having risen from the dead, has become the first fruits of those that slept. To Him be the glory and the dominion
forever. Amen.

Apol itykion of St. John Chrysostom

The grace that from your mouth shone forth like a torch illumined the universe. It deposited in the world the treasures
of the absence of avarice. It showed us the height that is attained by humility. Now you instruct us by y our words, Father
John Chrysostom. Intercede with Christ God, the Word himself, entreating Him to save our souls.

Where are you in this lavishly painted love letterof our Lordés | ove and compassi ofl
Our Lord loves the last even as the first. Were you present this year in church? In worship, in the sacraments? Do you
and your family pray? Do you know how to pray at home? Do you know how to pray in church? Were you first? Were you
last? Were you even there?

His compassion and His justice are unlike anything that exists in the world. Why would there be mercy on the last? W hy
would the first receive the same as the last and vice versa? Because bve does not rejoice when someone else fails or
suffers. Our Lord does not want the death of the sinner but the life and the return of the sinner. He leaves the 99 sheep
to go save the one and then the entire village rejoices: the heavenly Kingdom of angelic hosts and Saints rejoice.

These holy days are a true test for our spirit. Our mai
us everything, what do we offer Himinturn? One day, God will ask His stewards,
underyourwat ch with the gifts | have given you??o0

First and foremost, we can offer Him our presence. The thief on the cross is proof that God's justice his merciful. His love
is abounding. As long as we draw breath, the door is open. His arms are wide open waiting for our presence. Our chance
is now. The precious life we have been given can be used for the glory of God or for the demise of our soul, for the evil
one. Our presence is required not only in church but full body, heart, and soul too in the presence of Go d. His presence
is revealed to us through our own struggle toward holiness; our fasting, prayer, almsgiving, church services, holy
sacraments, sacrifices, and offerings. These ascetical practices open our eyes to the presence of our God and allow for
the awareness of our presence to sharein His presence. It is we who are many times absent from his presence as worldly,
earthly beings consumed by distractions and difficulties. Our experience of God comes from these practices.

t

n

ow

u

C C
S



Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Church

iour Lord | oves st htehel afsitr setv.edn a

And for those that choose to be present and pick up their cross and follow their God, the road can be perilous. We might
feel alone, tired, beaten by the realities of this life. The resurrection is a small foretaste of our rest, our joy, our reward.
The race never ends. Jesus Christ is eternal and forever and his gift to us is eternity. Surrendering during our struggles
is a choice. We ought not to see it as a race with an end but a life in His glory. It does not matter who finishes first or
last. In the parable with the talents, the wicked servant lost his talent, and it was given to those who had more. Jesus
said to those who have more, more will be given. God's justice is not our justice. He is a lenient judge, and his yoke is
not heavy but light. We are asked to enter into the joy of his Kingdom on these days. To be in His presence and to remain
in the race. And for those who are first, it is a great temptation to think that the race ends at the resurrection. We do not
fast for 48 days so that we can become gluttonous the rest of the year. True spirituality is not about meat, dairy, and
candles. It requires the Holy Spirit. Our efforts can become blessed by the Lord and be transformative. Living a life of
spiritual struggle should transform us even after Holy Pascha and the Resurrection are celebrated.

The table is full, everyone fare sumptuously. The calf is fatted; no one go away hungry. Everyone, savor
the banquet of faith; relish the riches of His goodness. No one need lament poverty, f or the kingdom is
seen as universal.

It is a choice we have to either choose spiritual poverty or His great banquet. During these blessed holy days, AND EVERY
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITYwe have an opportunity to grow in our love for humanity and God. We might encounter
individuals who we h a v e n 6 t chsirehefan a long time . It is a temptation to be judgmental and to not be loving and
welcoming. The way of Christ requires us to be welcoming and accepting so that He in turn welcomes us and accepts us.
Where there is Jesus Christ, there is a sweet smell . Wher e
sister poured sweet smelling oi nt madthatthesshodldbs sokl ansl giieretethe y e t
poor instead of being wasted in this manner. This was none other than Judas Iscariot who was the treasurer of the group

and had a greedy heart and mind. In the same way we ought to welcome acts of love that com e our way and enter our

church once a year or 100 times a year because our Lord is victorious, and his victory transcends our worldly rules and
comprehensi on. We are asked to be holy I|Iike His Fat.Whor i s
are we to stand in the way of his mercy when he gives it so freely to all of us sinners?It is our choice to rejoice or be like

Judas. Where are you? We here at Saint George welcome all pilgrims and await your presence with our Lord.

So, all of you , enter into the joy of our Lord: first and second, share the bounty. Rich and poor alike,
celebrate together. Do not be left outside of the bridal chamber. Christis risen ! Truly He is risen!

St. George is waiting for you. Jesus Christ is waiting for you. He is the head, and we His members. We wish everyone a
Kalo Pascha and a blessedResurrection seasorl We look forward to once again embracing you and seeing you all in
celebration!
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Tuesday, May 31 at 6:00 pm

Matins and Divine Liturgy
Location:Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
440Whitehall Road, Albany NY 12208

HanaeTacic




For more pictures from all our Greek Schoo
and Church events go to:
https://www.saintgeorgegoc.com/photos
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Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Church

Philoptochos News

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS MARCH 2022

By Jan Gallas

AWhen we come together for each other, itds amazing what v
successes in the last couple of months. Our Dignity Drive took off and we delivered 500 underwear items to Bethesda

House in no time at all. Totals will be announced shortly since the drive continues until early May. Still time for you to

make a donation to one of the blue bins in the Hellenic Center.

The 29 stuffed heart pillows were delivered to Albany Medical Center for this year. Very much appreciated by all of the
recipients of these caring items. The pillows will be given to patients in the Cardiac Care Unit and Pediatrics Department.
Receiving the pillows on behalf of AMC is Kim Read, Administrative Assistant & Contributions Coordiator

Dondét forget to continue to get your items together -tinnes oul
of the sale and including a Bake Sale.

We added a new dimension of Literacy teoaadiumg mireadslioai@dmentalye ar
students in Schenectady Public Schools. This has become a most rewarding addition to include Literacy in our list of
charities. There are plenty of students who would love to have you read to them. Anyone looking f or further information,

pl ease be sure to ask me. Students are given the books th
joining us?? Tutoring sessions are only a half hour once a week. Open Door Bookstore on Jay St. supports RF.

Many sincere thanks to all of you who have paid your Annual Dues on time. We are now ready to send our info to National

and District Philoptochos for this year. Our last general meeting for this year will be May 22 at Noon in the Hellenic Cente r.

Please plan to attend.

Our next wupcoming event is the Alndoor Picnic and Aucti on:«
Chapters in Albany and Troy. Nor mal picnic fare oftodosot do
this year. Our Auctioneer will be ready to take your money. There are always lovely gifts to bid on.

Soon, our year will wind up 7 Salvation Army Bag Lunches will be completed. Student toiletries will have been delivered

for the schoolyear. Under wear has been given to help the Homel essé. an
and gone as we enjoyed wonderful successes in 2021-2022.

Many sincere thanks to everyone who has volunteered to continue our important work. Special thanks to Fr. Neofitos for

his guidance and support throughout the year. Our Philoptochos Board will meet during the summer to develop our
Calendar for 2022-2023. If you are not a member of this worthwhile organization of the church, please consider joining

us. We are thankful and grateful for all of the wonderful
many ways throughout each year é . -

https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos/philanthropy -witness -october -2021

Help us support the Reading is Fun program

The Open Door is partnering with the Reading is Fun program, which
mobilizes volunteers to reinforce reading-readiness as well as
conversational and vocabulary skills with Schenectady’s students in

pre-K through 3rd grade.

The program has 71 volunteers reading with 152 students in
Schenectady’s 11 elementary schools.
During the month of April, customers may choose a book to donate to

RIF and receive a 20% discount. The RIF Program is in need of early

reader books with diverse characters (we can help you choose!)


https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos/philanthropy-witness-october-2021

Sponsored By & Proceeds to Benefit Ladies Philoptochos Society of St. George ‘i'
o

Saturday, July 23, 2022
9:00 am — 3:00 pm
Hellenic Center, 510 Liberty Street, Schenectady

Bake Gale (Greek Pastnies & Tunditional)
‘Cight Cunch Fane

Kitchen & Household Items
Clithen’sT‘ &&Bd:y tems

aorhiq_&tscs&ﬂnes
Bedding & Towels (no bed pillows)

We will graciously accept your donations but reserve the right to discard items that may not
be considered sellable. At the conclusion of the sale, ALL items will be
distributed to local charitable organizations

For questions and information text/call Jan Gallas (518-596-0821)




Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Church

FELLOWSHIP GROUP MAY/JUNE, 2022 by Eliana Georgelos

Greetings from the Fellowship group!

Christos Anesti! PO EG U0 O gl &
|

Alithos Anesti! AT Eead U

On the last Sunday of April, less than two weeks ago as this is written, we celebrated Pascha, the holiest day of our

faithéy hef d@hri stdés resurrection. I't was a wonder ful feeli
services. And after 50 days, on the seventh Sunday after Easter we celebrate Pentecost, the commemoration of the descent
of the Holy Spirit on Christ 6 s di sci pl es after His Ascension. Our Orthod

celebrations.

Our most recent Fellowship meeting took place on Thursday, April 14th. Since we were still fasting prior to Pascha, our
lunch consisted of Steve Gialo u mi sé6s famous Lenten fasolada (yum, SO delic
a Lenten orange cake for dessert. Photos of our meeting can be found below.

The Fellowship group wishes to extend prayers of healing to Fellowship member Dina Nikolaides who is recuperating from
injuries sustained in a serious car accident in Greece. We send Dina our very best wishes for a complete recovery. We miss
you Dina, and look forward to seeing you back in our fold again.

We also extend our deepest sympathy to our good friend and communicant Liz (Elizabeth) on the passing of her beloved
George. George Moskos and Liz attended services together
numerous hospitalizations and ultimately his placement at the Fulton Center Nursing Facility in Gloversville. George passed
from this life on his Name day April 25th, the Feast of Saint George. May his memory be eternal!

We are all so excited about the improvements that are taking place in our church. The side r oom looks beautiful with its
new coat of paint. The icon stand that our custodian Sean has built to house the new icons that so many of us have ordered
is almost complete. The church ceiling is being painted a beautiful blue color which will remind us of t he blue sky under

heaven. And soon we wil/ begin the process of replacing th
place until the roof was first repaired. As parishioners, we should all try to step up and support these projec ts with our
donations. One easy way of doing so is to support the Ahe

baseball game and picnic. St. George will benefit from the sale of these tickets at $45 each. Look for the flyer posted inou r
church bulletin for further information. This is a wonderful way to both have a fun experience and to support our church at
the same time.

Our next Fellowship meeting will take place on Thursday, May 9, 2022. We will enjoy a pizza and salad lunch. Of course a
delicious dessert will follow. At our meeting last month, we voted to increase the price of our lunches from $3 per person
to $5. The cost of food has risen dramatically this past year, and our $3 donations were not covering the cost of the food,
thus the price increase. As always, we encourage all St. George parishioners to join our group. Annual dues are $25 per
couple or individual.

May and June are months for graduations, weddings, traveling and picnics. The Fellowship group wishes you all a happy,
healthy and safe summer.
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St. George Greek Orthodox Church

Schenectady, New York

OURCHURCHOURSPIRITUAHOME

St. GeorgeGreek Orthodox Church
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

4/28/2022
Dear Friends of St. George,

Xristos Anesti! Christ is Risen!

Our St. George Church is our spiritual home. It is a place of prayer, comfort, spiritual healing, and celebration.
You may have been brought here on your 40" day, or it may have been the destination of your spiritual journey.
For both, St. George is a spiritual home to which we may always return. We are brothers and sisters in Christ ¢
afamily.. Ol WEEAOwW& OE wb b OO0 wE (héthdvedyowdons formity chidrch@inder Yadnwatéh with
the gifts | have given you

This past year we continued ministry programs in the areas of Youth, Seniors and Outreach. The Greek School
we initiated in 2020 brought us 42 registrations this year and many happy and satisfied families. Our 2021
Festival broke most financial records even though we were technically in a pandemic. Our Greek dance
performers, which ranged from ages 5 ¢+ 38, numbered about 30 with 3 separate groups involved. We completed
a lecture series for the first time in the history of St. George. In the coming year we expect to launch a Sunday
School and add a Liturgical study of our Divine services to our religious education series of book clu b and bible
study. The building and grounds improvements are too many to list in this letter but joining our email and
mailing list will keep us all up to date with the latest and upcoming enhancements.

We ask you to support these worthy ministries. Givi ng to His Church is a way of thanking God for His grace
EQEwlI 1 O1 UOUPUaAdwW3T T wgUIl UUPOOwWPUwWOOUOwW?6T EVUWEUT wOT 1 wE
We are stewards of the Gospel and the stewards of our parish. We see our church, not as it isbut as it could be.

We offer our treasure and ourselves sacrificially, so that, as members of the Body of Christ, we may reach our

full potential in Him.

Please consider completing the attached Commitment Card and returning it to the church office. We ask that

you give prayerful consideration to the commitment your family will be making. A check mailed to the church

is most meaningful when accompanied by your presence, by your willingness to serve, by your prayers, and by

your commitment. Giving is not a substitute for commitment ¢ it is an expression of your commitment and an

I BxUl UUPOOwWOI wlT EOOUwWI OUwWUT T wOEOCAWEOI UUDPOT UwbOwa 600U wI
Respectfully,

Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis

Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis

Church Addresst07Clinton StreetSchenectadyNY 12305AU.S.A
HellenicCenterAddress510Liberty StreetASchenectady, NY2305AU.S.A.
Websitewww.saintgeorgegoc.coAEmail:office @saintgeorgegoc.com
Office Phone(518)393-0742A0ffice Fax: (5183934093
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WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY

202 2 Stewardship Pledges

We are grateful for those members listed below who have submitted their 202 2 stewardship pledge as of May 6, 2022.
Your continued and consistent support will help our church continue to grow and prosper.

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Arrington Mr. & Mrs. Brad Engwer Mr. & Mrs. Scott Morlock

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Brady Mr. & Mrs. Michael Euripidou Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Nikolaidis
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Bratsos Mrs. Janet Gallas Mr. Simeon Nikolaidis

Mrs. Ifigenia Brown Mrs. Helena Georgelas Mrs. Katherine Orfan

Ms. Arji Cakouros Ms. Nicole Georgelas Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pagiotas

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chamberas Mrs. Eliana Georgelos Mr. & Mrs. Vito Pagnotti & Family
Mr. Andreas & Mrs. SophiaChristou Mr. & Mrs. Brian Goodale & Family Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pagones

Miss Ariana Christou Mrs. Nancy Grivas Mr. & Mrs. Kostantinos Papanikos
Mr. & Mrs. Euripides Christou Ms. Dimitria Haridimos Mr. & Mrs. Nick Paravalos

Mrs. Catherine Contompasis Mr. & Mrs. Owen Huggins Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rossetti

Ms. Cathy Contompasis Mrs. Frusina Inca Fr. Neofitos & Presv. Catherine
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Contompasis Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Jones & Family Sarigiannis & Family

Miss Demetra Corsones Mrs. Catherine Julius Mr. Louis LeGrande Serras

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Cospito Ms. Antonia Kananis Mrs. Roubina SpyrosMorgan
Mr. & Mrs. George Cotzas Mrs. Fanny Karamanos Ms. Maria Stamoulis

Mrs. Rena Counavelis Mr. & Mrs. John Kennedy Mr. & Mrs. Van Stathis

Mrs. Joanne Dafniotis Ms. Kaliopi Kounoupis Mrs. Olga Stryjski

Mr . & Mrs. Andr ew Mr &Mrs. Steven Kouray Mrs. Themetria Svolos

Ms. Linda Davison Mr. & Mrs. Trifon Laskaris Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Vlahakis
Ms. Olga Delorey Mr. & Mrs. Paul LaViolette Mr. & Mrs. Brian Whipple

Mr. Gerry Dermetzys Mr. & Mrs. Paul LeMire Mrs. Sophie Zanaros

Miss Joanne Diamantis Mr. William Manikas Mrs. Anastasia Zoulas

Mrs. Katina Dikas & Family Mrs. Akrivi Markopoulos

Ms. Maria Dostis Mr. & Mrs. Philip McGowen

Ms. Daphne Economou Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Menagias

W Hellenic College
o HoLY CROSS

Greek Orthodox School of Theology

ABOUT HC HC

All colleges promise a good education. Very few promise not only to educate but to elevate the whole person. Hellenic
College is that rare institution of higher learning with a higher purpose: to foster the moral and spiritual as well as intel lectual
development of every student. It offers opportunities unmatc hed by any other college or university for this multidimensional
development in the context of a truly Orthodox Christian community.

Hel | enic Coll egeds curri-gudfaes i drhael | dthediad s agttismuwlnadt gnr =t u
for careers in which they can serve both society and the Church. Whether in education, human services, business, law, or
ministry, our graduates embody their faith and enrich our world through their other -directed vocations.
https://www.hchc.edu/admissions -apply/ https://www.hchc.edu/why -hchc/
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St. George Ministry Leaders

Altar Servers Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis frneofitos@saintgeorgegoc.com
Bookstore and Greek School Presvytera Catherine csarigiannis22 @gmail.com
Sarigiannis, Gladys Paravalos Gladys1717p@aol.com
Bible Study/ Book Club Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis
Choir/Chanters Olga Delorey odelorey@nycap.rr.com
Church Ushers Brian Goodale brian.goodale@outlook.com
Fellowship Group Eliana Georgelos elianayiayia@icloud.com
Friends of St. George Gladys Paravalos ggeorgelos @nycap.rr.com
Greek School Board Diamanto Ktenas diamanto.ktenas@gmail.com
Greek School Teachers loanna Loula ioannaloula@gmail.com
George Cotzas cotzasgm44@gmail.com
Greek Dance Balwant Maria Kingra balwant.kingra98@amail.com
Ladies Philoptochos Society Jan Gallas jojafl@aol.com
Olga Delorey
Office Manager and Facilities Camille Kosloski office @saintgeorgegoc.com
Staff
Order of AHEPA Phil Menagias p_menagias@hotmail.com
Parish Council Members Brian Goodale
Soup Kitchen Olga Delorey
Stewardship Lucy Brady Lukia@nycap.rr.com
Toni Kananis Dafnia3@yahoo.com
Sunday School Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis
AThur sday Mor ni ng Steve Giakoumis 518 -372-4476
Building and Grounds
Volunteers

\J
N\

Lenten Lectures 2022
We are grateful for the wonderful lectures we received
from these amazing and acclaimed speakers. It was our

@

on

w

honor. Fr. Jo thJ \/Jah@s, Fr. Maximos

stas, Dr.
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St. George Greek
Orthodox Church June
4th Basehall outing with
the TriCity ValleyCats

Join the 5t. George Greek Orthodox Church Parish .
and Fellowship as we celebrate our Community and
Greek Heritage and Culture.

Join all of us, Saturday, June 4™ as our Capital -
Region Hometown Heroes, the TrnCity ValleyCats, take on their Can-Am Conference
rivals - Trois-Rivieres Aigles.

Pre-sale sign-up and tickets are available now.

Add your name and donation to our growing list and share the news with your family and
friends as well.

Joseph L. Bruno Stadium (in Hudson Valley Community College)
80 Vandenburgh Ave, Troy, NY 12180
“The Joe” - Picnic Pavilion
Saturday, June 4™, Game Time is 7:00 pm (arrive at 6:00pm for pichic)
Accommodates 20-300 guests.
Pricing: $45 per adult/child 12 & under
*Each guest attending a picnic at "The Joe" will receive a FREE ValleyCats cap!

Buy your Ticket now! hitps://st-george-fundraiser.square.site/

Enjoy a delicious pre-game dinner, then head to your reserved box seats to enjoy the
gamel Each guest receives a souvenir ValleyCats cap!

* Each Person Receives: * BBQ chicken, pulled pork, hot dog, pasta salad,
coleslaw, dinner roll, soda or water. *Menu is subject to change*

Picnic is served upon arrival between 1-hour prior to first pitch until posted
game time which is 7pm.

Event is organized by Ahepa chapter 125 and St. George Fundraising Committee.
Ticket sale proceeds to go toward improvements in the church and the Hellenic center.
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