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January / February 2026 

Ш 

Date: Sunday, January 11th at 12:15 pm after Services and Coffee Hour ï St. George GOC ï 
Schenectady, NY  

 

   THE  TRIUMPHANT 
 

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church 

Father Neofitos Sarigiannis  

frneofitos@saintgeorgegoc.com 

www.saintgeorgegoc.com  

 

 

 

http://www.saintgeorgegoc.com/
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Location: Freemans Bridge Boat Launch, Schenectady, NY 12302 
Come join us as we bless the waters of the Mohawk River  

(Dress Warmly) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELLENIC CENTER FOR RENT 

Our beautiful Hellenic Center is available for parties, baby showers, baptisms, and weddings. Contact 

the church office for an appointment and tour. Office hours are Monday ï Thursday 9:00am ï 

2:00pm. Call 518-393-0742. Please spread the word. 
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 January 2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28  
Sunday after Nativity 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

29  30  31  
6:00pm St. Basilôs 

Feastday -Orthros & 
Divine Liturgy 

St. Basilôs ï Troy, NY 

1   
 

2   
 

3   
1:00pm Philoptochos 
Christmas Party 

4   

Sunday before Epiphany 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

11:00am  

PC Affirmation 

PC first Meeting 

Philoptochos Vasilopita 

Cutting 

Special Tray Collection 
for St. Basil Academy 

5   

 7:30am Royal 
Hours of 
Epiphany and 
Vesperal Liturgy 
with Great 

Blessing 

6:00pm Level 3 
Youth Online 

Greek School 

6   
8:30am Epiphany 
of our Lord and 
Great Blessing of 
the Waters 

7   
St. John the Baptist 

Feastday 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 

Liturgy 

4:00pm Online 
Youth Greek School 

8   
12:00pm Senior 

Fellowship Meeting 

4:45pm Greek 

School in Person 

9   
 

10   
 

11   
Sunday after Epiphany 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

Blessing of the Mohawk 

12   
6:00pm Level 3 
Youth Online 
Greek School 

13   
6:30pm Parish 
Council Meeting in 
Person 

14   
4:00pm Online 
Youth Greek School 

15   
4:45pm Greek 
School in Person 

16   
 

17   
St. Anthony  
Feastday 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 

Liturgy 

 

6:00pm Snow  Ball 

18   
12th Sunday of Luke 

Saint Athanasios 

Feastday 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 
LiturgyTrisagion Service 

for James (Fotiou) Fotis 

 

19   
6:00pm Level 3 
Youth Online 

Greek School 

20   
12:00pm  
Salvation Army 

Soup Kitchen 

6:30pm Great 
Vespers 

 

  

21   

St. Neophytos &  St. 
Maximos Feastday 
8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Divine 
Liturgy 
4:00pm Online 

Youth Greek School 

22   
4:45pm Greek 
School in Person 

23   
 

24   
 

25   
15th Sunday of Luke 

St. Gregory Feastday 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

12:30pm  

Philoptochos Meeting 

26   
6:00pm Level 3 
Youth Online 
Greek School 

27   
 

5:30pm Paraklesis 

to the Virgin Mary 

6:30pm Bible 

Study 

28   
4:00pm Online 

Youth Greek School 

29   
4:45pm Greek 

School in Person 

30   
The Three 
Hierarchs: Basil the 
Great, Gregory the 
Theologian, & John 
Chrysostom 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 

Liturgy 

31   
11:00am -4:00pm 

Soup Stroll 
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 February 2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  

1   
Sunday of the 
Publican & Pharisee 

Triodion Begins 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 

Liturgy 

Teaching Divine 
Liturgy 

2   

Presentation of our 
Lord 
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 

Liturgy 

6:00pm Level 3 
Youth Online Greek 

School 

3   
5:30pm Paraklesis to 
the Virgin Mary 

6:30pm Bible Study 

4   

4:00pm Online Youth 
Greek School 

5   
4:45pm Greek School 
in Person 

6   
 

7   
Feastday of St. 
Parthenios 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 
Liturgy  

 

8   

Sunday of The 
Prodigal Son 
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 
Liturgy  
Trisagion Service for 
Athena Loukas, Irene 
& Christos Loukas, 

Fotine Euripidou 

Philoptochos & Am. 
Heart Assn. GO RED 

Sunday 

9   
6:00pm Level 3 
Youth Online Greek 

School 

10   

Feastday of St. 
Charalambos 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 
Liturgy 

 

5:30pm Paraklesis to 

the Virgin Mary 

 

6:30pm PC Meeting 

11   

St. Vlasios 
4:00pm Online Youth 

Greek School 

12   
12:00pm Senior 
Fellowship 

4:45pm Greek School 

in Person 

13   
Pilgrimage to 
Constantinople & 

Northern Greece 

14   
 

15  
Judgment (Meatfare) 
Sunday  
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 

Liturgy 

 

16   

6:00pm Level 3 
Youth Online Greek 
School 

17   

St. Theodore Tyro 
12:00pm Salvation 
Army 

Soup Kitchen 

18   

4:00pm Online Youth 

Greek School 

19   
4:45pm Greek School 

in Person 

20   
 

21   
 

22   

Forgiveness 
(Cheesefare) Sunday 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 
Liturgy 

 

Forgiveness Vespers 

5:00pm St. Basilôs 
Troy, NY 

23   

Clean Monday- Great 
Lent Begins 
6:00pm Level 3 
Youth Online Greek 

School 

24   
 

25   
4:00pm Online Youth 
Greek School 

26   
St. Photini Equal to 
the Apostles 

4:45pm Greek School 

in Person 

27   
 

28   
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SAVE THE DATE!  

Saturday, January 31, 2026 

11:00 am ï 4:00 pm 
 

 

DOWNTOWN SCHENECTADY SOUP STROLL  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feasts of  

Sts. Neophytos,  

Maximos, and  Panagia 

Paramythea  
 

Tuesday , January 20, 202 6 

6:30 pm Great Vespers  
 

Wedne sday, January 21, 202 6 

8:30 am Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
 

Followed by Coffee Hour 

in the Hellenic Center 
 

 

 

For the second year in a row, St. George will participate in the Downtown Schenectady Soup Stroll and serve 

up some delicious homemade soup!  Thousands of people gather in downtown Schenectady to sample soups 

from over 30 downtown area restaurants and vendors.  Attendees can also vote for their favorite soup.  This 

is a fundraiser for our church.  We welcome your support!  For more information, please contact Jan Gallas 

(518-596-0821). 
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From the desk of Fr. Neofitos  

House & Business Blessings ï Holy Theophany 2026 
 

Each year during the sacred season of Holy Theophany, it is a great blessing for Orthodox Christians to have their homes 
and places of business sanctified by the Church. Through the yearly blessing of homes, we are reminded that our daily lives 

are touched and renewed by the holy water in which our Lord Jesus Christ was baptized in the Jordan River. 

 
In blessing a home or business, the Church prays that God will drive away every evil influence, protect all who dwell or 

work there, and renew with strength and grace the presence of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Fathers often describe the Christian 
home as a ñlittle church.ò Just as we ask God to sanctify our parish and guard it from all harm, so too we invite His blessing 

into our homes, families, and workplaces. 

 
How to Prepare for a Home or Business Blessing 

 
To prepare reverently for a house or business blessing, please note the following: 

 
1. Create a prayerful atmosphere 

Before the priest arrives, please turn off televisions, radios, and other distractions. Assemble family members (and friends, 

if present) near the area where the icon is prepared. When the priest arrives, kindly silence mobile phones. 
 

2. Prepare a small table 
Please have the following items ready: 

 

¶ An icon (preferably of Christ or Theophany) 

¶ A lit candle 

¶ A hand censer (if available) 

¶ A small, clean bowl for holy water 

¶ A sprig of basil (if possible) 

 
Troparion of Holy Theophany 

(Chanted several times during the blessing) 
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, 

the worship of the Trinity was made manifest; 
For the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee 

and called Thee His beloved Son; 

And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, 
confirmed the truthfulness of His word. 

O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself 
and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee! 

 

Would You Like Your Home or Business Blessed? 
 

You do not need to be Orthodox to receive a house or business blessing. All are welcome, and parishioners are 
encouraged to invite friends, neighbors, and co-workers to participate in this beautiful tradition of the Church. 

House and Business Blessings for 2026 will begin on January 6, 2026. Please complete the request card and return it to 
the parish office so that a date and time may be confirmed. 

May the blessing of the Lord be upon your home and all who enter it. 

 _____     _____     _____     _____     _____     _____     _____     _____     _____     __  
 
Name -________________________________________________________________  
 
Address -  ______________________________Cell/ Main # -_____________________  
 
Preferred day and time -  _____________________________________ _____________  
 

Feel free to contact the office if you have any questions. 518 -393 -0742  
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Greek School and Sunday School 

Christmas Pageant 2025 
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Greek School and Sunday School 

Christmas Pageant 2025 
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The Stewardship Committee  
 
Dear Members of St. George, 

 
Happy New Year!  As we begin this new year, we turn to the story of Nehemiah - an ordinary man with an extraordinary 

commitment to Godôs work. When Nehemiah learned that the walls of Jerusalem lay in ruins, he didnôt look away or assume 
someone else would step in. He prayed, listened for Godôs direction, and then valiantly invited the entire community to join 

in rebuilding. Each family, each household, each pair of hands contributed what they could. Through their united effort, 

God restored what once seemed impossible. 
In this spirit, our season of Stewardship calls us to reflect deeply and prayerfully on how we support the ongoing ñbuildingò 

of our churchôs ministry. Just as Nehemiah asked the people to bring their best so the work could flourish, we too are 
invited to take a thoughtful, honest look at the blessings, resources, and assets God has entrusted to us. Stewardship is 

not simply about meeting a budgetðit is about aligning our giving with our gratitude, our faith, and our commitment to the 

mission God has placed before us. Scripture reminds us: ñEach one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giverò (2 Corinthians 9:7). Our giving is not only an act of financial supportð

it is an expression of faith, gratitude, and trust in Godôs provision.  Your participation in Stewardship is an important way of 
being a member in good standing. 

Let us join together in faithful, joyful giving, echoing Nehemiahôs words: ñCome, let us rebuildò (Nehemiah 2:18). May God 
bless our hands, our hearts, and our offerings as we step forward in Stewardship this year.  

We would like to thank all of you who have fulfilled your 2025 Stewardship Commitments to date. A list of our pledged 

members is included in this bulletin. Please call the Church office if you see a discrepancy. 
 

May God bless you and your families throughout the New Year. 
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Year -End 202 5 Stewardship Pledges  
We are grateful for those members listed below who have submitted their 202 5 stewardship pledge as of December 21, 
2025. Your continued and consistent support will help our church continue to grow and prosper. To become a full member 

of our church, please fill out the Pledge form enclosed or attached and return it to the office.  
 

Mr. George Alatzas 
Ms. Kyriakoula Andrikopoulos 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Andrikopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Arrington 

Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Avgerakis 

Mr. John Behiri 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Behiri 

Ms. Susan Birbilis 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Brady 

Mr. & Mrs. Sotirios Bratsos 
Ms. Arji Cakouros 

Ms. Fanny Caranikas 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Casey 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chamberas 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Chamberas 
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas & Sophia Christou 

Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Christou 

Ms. Arianna Christou 
Mr. & Mrs. Euripides (Evan) Christou 

Mrs. Patricia Chryssovergis 
Ms. Catherine Contompasis 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Contompasis 

Ms. C. Dena Contompasis 
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Contompasis 

Miss Demetra Corsones 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Cospito 

Mr. & Mrs. George Cotzas 
Mrs. Rena Counavelis 

Mr. & Mrs. Konstantin Culai 

Mrs. Joanne Dafniotis 
Ms. Ciara DôAngelo 

Miss Linda Davison 
Mr. Konstantin Deligiannis 

Ms. Olga Delorey 

Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaos De Maria 
Ms. Joanne Diamantis 

Mrs. Katina Dikas & Family 
Mrs. Mary Dikas 

Mr. Takis Dikas 
Mrs. Maria Dostis 

Ms. Daphne Economou 

Mr. & Mrs. Brad Engwer 
Ms. Christina Esposito 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Esposito 
Mr. Zachary Esposito 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Euripidou 

Ms. Shuxin (Joanne) Fan 
Mr. & Mrs. James Fishburn 

Mrs. Athina Beury Galitsi 
Mrs. Janet Gallas 

Mr. Arthur Georgelas 

Mrs. Helena Georgelas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Georgelas 

Mrs. Eliana Georgelos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Giakoumis 

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Giakoumis 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Goodale 

Mr.  James Halios 

Hernandez Cavadji Family 
Dr. Jeffrey Hnath & Dr. Effrosini 

Kolios 
Mr. & Mrs. Owen Huggins 

Mrs. Frucina Ica Iancu 

Dr. & Mrs. Philip James 
Mrs. Catherine Julius 

Ms. Antonia Kananis 
Mr. Evan Kananis 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kalil 

Ms. Balwant Kingra 
Mr. & Mrs. Sisoe Knapp 

Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kolios 
Ms. Kaliopi Kounoupis 

Mrs. Voula Kounoupis 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kouray 

Mr. & Mrs. Haralambos Koutsopoulos 

Mrs. Anna Ktenas 
Mr. & Mrs. David Lambert 

Mr. & Mrs. Trifon Laskaris 
Ms. Christine Legorius 

Ms. Panagiota Lekkas 

Mr. William Manikas 
Mrs. Akrivi Markopoulos 

Mr. Gus Marmarinos 
Ms. Erin Martino & Family 

Mr. Steve Mastromihalis 
Mr. & Mrs. Phil McGowen 

Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Menagias 

Mrs. Cathy Menagias 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Menagias 

Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Menagias 
Mr. Demetrios Michael  

Ms. Anastasia Mikropoulos 

Mrs. Antonia Mikropoulos 
Ms. Antonia C. Mikropoulos 

Ms. Aphrodite Mikropoulos  
Ms. Demetra Mikropoulos 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mikropoulos 

Mr. Taso Mikropoulos 
Mr. Theodore Mikropoulos 

Mr. & Mrs. Shaun Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Molnar, Jr. 

Ms. Aglaia (Lea) Morlock 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Morlock 

Mrs. Sophia Niarchos 

Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Nikolaidis 
Mr. Simeon Nikolaidis 

Mrs. Katherine Orfan 
Mr. Constantine Orfan 

Mrs. Joann Pagiotis 

Mrs. Athena Pagnotti 
Mr. & Mrs. Kostantinos Papanikos 

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Paravalos 
Ms. Voula Paravalos 

Mr. James G. Plackis 

Mr. & Mrs. Gus Plakas 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Poveda 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Poveda 
Mr. Edwin Premchan 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Rayburn 
Ms. Sophia Rayburn 

Ms. Maibellel Santos 

Father & Presvytera Sarigiannis 
Mr. LeGrande Serras 

Mrs. Elena Sikamiotis 
Mr. Kostas Sikamiotis 

Mrs. Ourania Sokaris 

Ms. Roubina Spyros-Morgan 
Ms. Maria Stamoulis 

Mrs. Stavroula Stamoulis 
Mrs. Olga Stryjski 

Mr. & Mrs. Van Stathis 
Mr. James Stevens 

Mr. & Mrs. George Svolos 

Mr. & Mrs. Vasili Tarelli 
Mr. Christos Trapalis 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Whipple 
Mrs. Mary Wilson 

Mrs. Sophie Zanaros 

Mrs. Anastasia Zoulas 
 

To become a full member of the church, please speak with Fr. Neofitos. 

Online Pledging and Stewardship forms are now available on our website or click the link below: 

https://onrealm.org/STGEORGEGREEKOR91825/-/form/pledge/stewardship2026  

WELCOME TO OUR ST. GEORGE FAMILY 

https://onrealm.org/STGEORGEGREEKOR91825/-/form/pledge/stewardship2026
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The Evil Eye: ǵȌ ǮǼŰȆ  

(from Fr. Neofitos) 

ñThe Evil Eye: Fear or Faith? An Orthodox Christian Understanding and the True Remedy of the Churchò 
 

In many cultures, including those traditionally Orthodox, people speak about the evil eye (to mati ). It is often described as 

harm that comes from  the devil through  jealousy, envy, or ill will  of others. Fear of the evil eye has led some to anxiety, 
superstitions, charms, and an unhealthy focus on what might  harm us. The Orthodox Church, however, approaches this 

subject not through fear, but through faith . Faith in Christ, who has already conquered every power of darkness. 
The Church teaches clearly that the evil eye is not a magical force greater than God, nor something that should dominate 

our thoughts or control our lives. Rather, when the Church speaks of the evil eye, she understands it as an illness of the 

soul, rooted in envy, jealousy, pride, and fear. These passions distort human relationships and weaken our trust in God. 
When we live in fear of the evil eye, we are not simply afraid of others  but are slowly turning our attention away from Christ 

and placing it on darkness. 
 

Saint John Chrysostom teaches plainly:  
ñNothing is more powerless than the devil, if we remain watchful and sober.ò 
 

What the Church Rejects  
The Orthodox Church firmly rejects:  

¶ Superstitions and charms  

¶ Amulets, beads, blue eyes, or talismans 

¶ Obsessive fear of envy or human intentions 

¶ Replacing prayer and sacramental life with folk practices 

¶ ǰŮȉǼŰȆŬůȉŬ ï Someone other than ordained clergy reading prayers over us 

Saint Basil the Great warns us: ñTo seek protection apart from God is to deny God.ò 

 
Objects do not protect the soul . Only Christ does. When Christians place their hope in charms or rituals not blessed by the 

Church, they can unknowingly bring on this illness. Self diagnosis and self medication for physical illness are dangerous and 
the same is true for the spiritual matters like the evil eye. We must run to the Church for the essentials from the priest: 

Sacraments, prayer, peace, etc. 

 
The True Nature of the Evil Eye  

The Fathers consistently identify envy as one of the most destructive passions. Envy fractures communion and wounds 
both the one who envies and the one who is envied.  

 

Saint John Cassian writes: 
ñEnvy is the sadness of anotherôs happiness.ò 
 
This sadness poisons the soul. For this reason, the Church speaks of the evil eye not as a curse, but as a spiritual sickness 

in need of healing. And healing, in the Orthodox Church, always comes through repentance, humility, and communion with 
God. 

 

Saint Paisios the Athonite reminds us with great clarity:  
ñThe devil has no power over a person who does not fear him.ò 

 
The Proper Remedy: The Life of the Church  

The Church does not deny spiritual struggle, but she offers true and powerful remedies, rooted in Christ Himself.  

 
1. Holy Confession 

Confession heals the soul at its root. Many fears connected to the evil eye arise from insecurity, pride, or wounded trust. 
In confession, these are brought into the light of Christ and healed.  

Saint Isaac the Syrian teaches: ñHe who knows his sins is greater than he who raises the dead.ò Through repentance, fear 

loses its grip. 
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2. Holy Communion 
There is no stronger protection than receiving the Body and Blood of Christ. 

When Christ dwells within us, darkness has no authority. 
 

Saint Ignatius of Antioch calls the Eucharist: 

ñThe medicine of immortality.ò 
 

To fear the evil eye while receiving Holy Communion is to forget Who lives 
within us.  

 
3. Prayer and the Blessings of the Church 

The Church offers prayers for healing and peace. Not as magic, but as 

communion with God. These prayers direct us toward trust, humility, and 
surrender to Godôs will. We trust in God and that He will sort it out.  

 
4. Love and Humility 

Christ commands us to love, even those who may envy us. Love disarms 

envy. Humility closes the door to spiritual harm.  
 

Saint Silouan the Athonite teaches: ñWhere there is humility, the enemy 
cannot remain.ò 

 
Where Our Focus Must Be  

The greatest danger of obsessing over the evil eye is losing our focus on Christ. The enemy works most effectively through 

fear and distraction.  
 

Saint Anthony the Great said: 
ñI saw the snares of the enemy spread over the whole earth, and I said, óWho can escape them?ô And I heard a voice say, 
óHumility.ôò 

Orthodox Christianity is not a religion of fear, but of victory. Christ has conquered death, sin, and every power of darkness . 
 

A Final Pastoral Word  
Beloved brothers and sisters, do not live afraid. Do not replace faith with superstition or fear with obsession. Live fully i n 

the life of the Church.  
 

Come to Holy C onfession. Prepare for Holy Communion. Pray daily. Love deeply. Forgive quickly.  
 

Saint John Chrysostom assures us: 

ñThe Church is not a court of law, but a hospital.ò 
 

When we live in Christ, there is no room for fear of the evil eye  because Christ Himself dwells within us. 

ñThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.ò (John 1:5)  
May the Lord grant us peace, discernment, and unwavering trust in Him alone. Amen . 

ǵȌ ǮǼŰȆ: ūȕȁȌȎ Ǿ ǲǿůŰȄ; 

Ǫ ǱȍȅȕŭȌȋȄ ǨȇȇȈȄůǿŬ ŭŮȊ ŬȊŰȆȉŮŰȒɸǿȃŮȆ ŰȌ ȈŮȂȕȉŮȊȌ çȉǼŰȆè ȒȎ ȇǼɸȌȆŬ ȉŬȂȆȇǾ ŭȖȊŬȉȄ, ŬȈȈǼ ȒȎ ŬůȅǽȊŮȆŬ ŰȄȎ ȑȏȐǾȎ, ɸȌȏ 

ǽȐŮȆ ȍǿȃŬ ůŰȌȊ űȅȕȊȌ, ŰȄȊ ȃǾȈȆŬ ȇŬȆ ŰȌȊ űȕȁȌ. ǡŰŬȊ Ȍ ǼȊȅȍȒɸȌȎ űȌȁǼŰŬȆ ȏɸŮȍȁȌȈȆȇǼ ŰȌ ȉǼŰȆ, ŬɸȌȉŬȇȍȖȊŮȆ ŰȄȊ ɸȍȌůȌȐǾ 
ŰȌȏ Ŭɸȕ ŰȌȊ ǷȍȆůŰȕ ȇŬȆ ŰȄȊ ŮȊŬɸȌȅǽŰŮȆ ůŰȌ ůȇȌŰǼŭȆ. Ǫ ǨȇȇȈȄůǿŬ ŬɸȌȍȍǿɸŰŮȆ űȏȈŬȐŰǼ, ȂȌȖȍȆŬ ȇŬȆ ŭŮȆůȆŭŬȆȉȌȊǿŮȎ, ŭȆȕŰȆ Ȅ 
ŮȈɸǿŭŬ ȉŬȎ ŭŮȊ ȁȍǿůȇŮŰŬȆ ůŮ ŬȊŰȆȇŮǿȉŮȊŬ, ŬȈȈǼ ůŰȌȊ ŪŮȕ. 

Ǫ ŬȈȄȅȆȊǾ ȅŮȍŬɸŮǿŬ ɸȍȌůűǽȍŮŰŬȆ ȉǽůŬ ůŰȄ ȃȒǾ ŰȄȎ ǨȇȇȈȄůǿŬȎ: ȉŮ ŰȄ ȉŮŰǼȊȌȆŬ ȇŬȆ ŰȄȊ ǫŮȍǼ ǨȋȌȉȌȈȕȂȄůȄ, ȉŮ ŰȄ ůȏȐȊǾ 

ŪŮǿŬ ǬȌȆȊȒȊǿŬ, ȉŮ ŰȄȊ ɸȍȌůŮȏȐǾ, ŰȄȊ ŰŬɸŮǿȊȒůȄ ȇŬȆ ŰȄȊ ŬȂǼɸȄ. ǡŰŬȊ Ȍ ǷȍȆůŰȕȎ ȇŬŰȌȆȇŮǿ ȉǽůŬ ȉŬȎ, ȇŬȉǿŬ ŭȖȊŬȉȄ ŰȌȏ 
ůȇȕŰȌȏȎ ŭŮȊ ǽȐŮȆ ŮȋȌȏůǿŬ ŮɸǼȊȒ ȉŬȎ. Ǳ ǱȍȅȕŭȌȋȌȎ ǷȍȆůŰȆŬȊȕȎ ŭŮȊ ȃŮȆ ȉŮ űȕȁȌ, ŬȈȈǼ ȉŮ ɸǿůŰȄ, ŭȆȕŰȆ çŰἾ ű᾽Ȏ ỘȊ Űᾓ ůȇȌŰǿᾁ 
űŬǿȊŮȆ, ȇŬἼ ụ ůȇȌŰǿŬ ŬἘŰἾ ȌἘ ȇŬŰǽȈŬȁŮȊè (ǫȒ. 1:5).Ш 
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FELLOWSHIP  

NEWS FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026 

By Eliana Georgelos 

Greetings and best wishes for a Happy New Year from the Fellowship group! We wish all our St. George family peace and 

good health in the new year of 2026! The past year of 2025 has been one of much activity within our community. As always, 

Fellowship members were actively involved in the life of the churchéworking at our annual Greek festival, on coffee hours, 

the Philoptochos Spaghetti Dinner and Auction, singing in the choir, working at the Salvation Army Soup Kitchenéand our 

favorite activity, gathering together for our monthly luncheons at various local restaurants. Our past luncheons have taken 

place at the Blue Ribbon Family Restaurant, Tops American Grill, the Bellevue Cafe and the United Buffet. On December 

11, we enjoyed a Christmas party at the Bellevue Cafe. Games were played, prizes were awarded, and a fun time was had 

by all! Our January luncheon will be held on Thursday, January 8, 2026. As I write this in mid December, the location of 

that luncheon is still to be determined. 

2025 brought us both joy and sorrow. On 07/26/25, our beloved Bill Manikas died following a long illness. In the September 

issue of the Fellowship news, Billôs passing was acknowledged as follows: ñThe St. George community recently experienced 

great sorrow as we mourn the passing on July 26th of our dear friend and long time Fellowship member Bill Manikas. Bill 

was an honorable manéa man who was the epitome of kindness and positivity despite his own serious health issues. He 

never complained. He was always present for his familyéhis own as well as his church family. Bill and his beloved wife 

Mary, who predeceased him, raised 6 children together. His pride and abundant love for all his children, plus his numerous 

grandchildren and great grandchildren was legendary. They were the joy of his life. We, his church family, also shared in 

the goodness and generosity of this man. He always gave of himself to us in so many ways, and we loved him deeply. He 

will be missed. May his memory be eternal!ò 

2025 also brought us happy news of yet another successful Greek Festival, with the proceeds going towards the many 

expenses involved in sustaining the buildings and grounds of our St. George community. The festival is such a huge 

undertaking for all of us, but one which brings joy to those who attend and also to those of us who work so hard in bringing 

it to fruition.  

We are also seeing new faces in church of people who are discovering the joy of Orthodoxy in their lives. On 10/25/25, we 

welcomed Mary Wilson as a newly Chrismated member of our church. A lifelong Catholic, Mary started coming to our church 

more than 50 years ago following her marriage to Russ, her Greek Orthodox husband. She joined the choir and we have 

enjoyed hearing her beautiful soprano voice over the years. Even after Russôs death, Mary continued to attend our services, 

driving here from Johnstown, NY every Sunday. As Mary explained it, she came to realize that her spiritual life is here in 

our church. When, at the age of 96, she made the decision to be Chrismated, Mary honored Olga and Eliana by asking 

them to be her Godmothers. On that special day of her Chrismation, Father Neofitos told her that she should not feel as 

though she was abandoning her upbringing or her family's faith, as it is that faith which nurtured her and brought her to 

us. Mary celebrated her 97th birthday on December 10. May God continue to bless her with good health always! 

The Fellowship group welcomes all parishioners who wish to join our monthly gatherings. See Eliana for information on the 

location of our next luncheon which will take place on January 8. 

Happy New Year to each of you. May 2026 bring us all closer to God, with peace, love, and good health!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Bible Study: St. 
Joseph the 
Hesychast  

Fr. John Vazquez  
Presenting  
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Philoptochos  

Please note the following changes to our Philoptochos meeting schedule for January through March due to other parish 
events: 

 

¶ January 11 meeting is cancelled. 
A combined January/February meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25. 

¶ The March meeting has been rescheduled to Sunday, March 15, to accommodate Father and Athenaôs absence 

for the Pilgrimage. 

¶ The Philoptochos Christmas Party will take place on January 3 at Tops American Grille. 

 
Thank you to all who donated the beautiful poinsettias that adorned our church ðyour generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 
Wishing everyone a Happy and Blessed New Year! 

 

In Christ, 
 

Athena Pagnotti 
Philoptochos President 

 

St. George, St. Sophia and St. Basil Philoptochos Chapters Working Together ï A Month of Simple Giving ï 

Grassroot Givers 

Grassroot Givers supports individuals, families and over 50 non-profit programs in the Capital Region of New York.  Since 

2009, donors, volunteers, local nonprofits and community businesses have collected money, clothing and household goods 

to fill critical needs in our community.  Each year, over $30,000 worth of goods are donated and shared with families who 

need them most, right here in the capital region.  In late November, our three Philoptochos chapters donated and assembled 

50 packages of tissues, paper towels and toilet paper which were given to Grassroot Givers in support of their ñMonth of 

Simple Givingò. 
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Christmas Tree Lighting  202 5 
 


